CHAPTER   III
FOX AND  THE  KING
The internal weakness of the Government due to Shelburne's position.
Rockingham's death. Resignation of Burke and Fox as a protest
against the King's influence in the Cabinet. The Coalition. The
motives that prompted it. The real issue the King's authority.
The King's control of Pitt in vital issues throughout his career.
Fox right in his aims but wrong in his tactics. The public be-
wildered and suspicious. The Coalition Government and the
India Bill. The great debacle of March 1784. Fox's account of
his motives in 1796. Demoralising effect of the struggle alike on
Pitt and on the Rockinghams.
T TNHAPPILY the Rockingham party which had
^J succeeded brilliantly in one great object of its cam-
paign had been baffled in the other; it had struck a great
blow at the corrupt influence of the Crown but it had not
struck a fatal blow at the power the King exercised over
his Ministries. It soon became clear that the reformers
who had stormed the Cabinet were not its masters. The
King was on stronger ground in resisting the effort to create
an independent Ministry able to maintain itself against the
pressure direct and indirect of the Court than he was in
resisting the agitation against his system of Parliamentary
bribery. The one struggle went on before the footlights ;
the other behind the scenes. The power of the popular
indignation and alarm which Fox and Burke had developed
and directed, like some newly discovered engine, against the
organised abuses of the King's system, was a battering-ram
in the hands of a party that was busy assailing all the out-
works and defences of corruption and patronage; but that
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